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Post Offices, Rensselaer County, New York

Extinction of early offices by RFD ca1900 Early persistent offices likely to be township centers



Gross Revenues = PM Compensation + Net Postage

Official Registers, published 1816 and, biennially, 1817-1911.



Gross Revenues, Rensselaer County Townships 1841-1869
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Postal Route Contracts were let every 4 years 

Reports included the different proposals, and the chosen contractor (with mode & frequency of the postal route)



Postal Routes & Postal Revenues by Township

Postal routes in 1839 frame postal revenues 1841 to 1869



Postal Routes & Post Office Revenues

Snapshot, Monroe County, 1839



Serial Order of Postal Contracts Reveals Recursive Branching.

Earlier tabulations embedded no such ordering.



Empire State by Design: New York

“Map of New York Exhibiting the Post Offices, Post Roads, Canals, Rail Roads, &c. by David H. Burr. 

(Late Topographer to the Post Office.) Geographer to the House of Representatives of the U.S.” [1839]



Step 1, New York City (501-540)

Thick black = daily 4 horse postcoach

Thin black = daily not 4 horse postcoach

Thick green = 3x week 4 horse postcoach

Thin green =  3 x week not 4 horse postcoach

Thick red = 2 x week

Thin red = Once a week



Step 2, Albany (541-621)

Thick black = daily 4 horse postcoach

Thin black = daily not 4 horse postcoach

Thick green = 3x week 4 horse postcoach

Thin green =  3 x week not 4 horse postcoach

Thick red = 2 x week

Thin red = Once a week



Step 1 & 2, New York City & Albany

Thick black = daily 4 horse postcoach

Thin black = daily not 4 horse postcoach

Thick green = 3x week 4 horse postcoach

Thin green =  3 x week not 4 horse postcoach

Thick red = 2 x week

Thin red = Once a week



Step 3, Utica (622-725)

Thick black = daily 4 horse postcoach

Thin black = daily not 4 horse postcoach

Thick green = 3x week 4 horse postcoach

Thin green =  3 x week not 4 horse postcoach

Thick red = 2 x week

Thin red = Once a week



Steps 1, 2 & 3, New York City, Albany & Utica

Thick black = daily 4 horse postcoach

Thin black = daily not 4 horse postcoach

Thick green = 3x week 4 horse postcoach

Thin green =  3 x week not 4 horse postcoach

Thick red = 2 x week

Thin red = Once a week



Step 4, Geneva (726-828)

Thick black = daily 4 horse postcoach

Thin black = daily not 4 horse postcoach

Thick green = 3x week 4 horse postcoach

Thin green =  3 x week not 4 horse postcoach

Thick red = 2 x week

Thin red = Once a week



Steps 1 to 4, New York City, Albany, Utica & Geneva

Thick black = daily 4 horse postcoach

Thin black = daily not 4 horse postcoach

Thick green = 3x week 4 horse postcoach

Thin green =  3 x week not 4 horse postcoach

Thick red = 2 x week

Thin red = Once a week



Step 5, Buffalo (829-880)

Thick black = daily 4 horse postcoach

Thin black = daily not 4 horse postcoach

Thick green = 3x week 4 horse postcoach

Thin green =  3 x week not 4 horse postcoach

Thick red = 2 x week

Thin red = Once a week



Steps 1 to 5, New York City, Albany, Utica, Geneva & Buffalo

Thick black = daily 4 horse postcoach

Thin black = daily not 4 horse postcoach

Thick green = 3x week 4 horse postcoach

Thin green =  3 x week not 4 horse postcoach

Thick red = 2 x week

Thin red = Once a week



Recursive Branching Facilitates Close Scheduling



Postal Route Frequency: Daily

Thick black = daily 4 horse postcoach

Thin black = daily not 4 horse postcoach

Frequency of mails is a measure of postal connectivity



Postal Route Frequency: 3 Times Weekly

Thick blue = 3x week 4 horse postcoach

Thin blue = 3x week not 4 horse postcoach



Postal Route Frequency: Daily + 3x Weekly

Thick black = daily 4 horse postcoach

Thin black = daily not 4 horse postcoach

Thick blue = 3x week 4 horse postcoach

Thin blue = 3x week not 4 horse postcoach



Postal Route Frequency: Weekly & Semi-Weekly

Thick red = 2x week

Thin red = Once a week



Postal Route Frequencies Statewide

Thick red = 2x week

Thin red = Once a week

Thick blue = 3x week 4 horse postcoach

Thin blue = 3x week not 4 horse postcoach

Thick black = daily 4 horse postcoach

Thin black = daily not 4 horse postcoach



Postal Route Classification Promoted Economies of Scale*

Thick black = 1st Class daily

Thin black = 1st Class 3x week
*For the transportation of newspapers

First Class Routes: Travel through the night,

at 4 miles per hour, about 100 miles a day, 

departing from both ends, usually daily in

4-horse postcoaches.



Second & Third Class Postal Routes

Thick green = 2nd Class wheeled vehicle

Thin green = 2nd Class single horse

Thick red = 3rd Class two horse

Thin red = 3rd Class single horse once a week

Dotted red = special route (supplied for the net postage)

Second Class Routes traverse in daylight,

out one day 35 miles, back the next, 

usually thrice weekly in stage wagons.

Third Class Routes, farm to market, out in the morning,

back in the afternoon, weekly, no more than 20 miles.



Postal Routes in New York State, All Classes

Thick black = 1st Class daily

Thin black = 1st Class 3x week

Thick green = 2nd Class wheeled vehicle

Thin green = 2nd Class single horse

Thick red = 3rd Class two horse

Thin red = 3rd Class single horse once a week

Dotted red = special route



Classification of the Railroads for Carrying Mail

From Law Enacted March 3, 1845.

3 Classes of railroad:

First Class - paid no more than $300 per mile per annum

Second Class - no more than $100

Third Class - no more than $50



Continental United States



Balanced Postal Economy: Systematic Growth at 7% per Annum



1830s Revenue Outstripping Expenditures: Postage Reduction Recommended



Annual Reports, by State, from both the PMG and the Auditor

For each state, by mode of transportation, miles of post road

and giving miles of transportation and expense



Regional Disparities

Generally, in the Southern states, 

expenditures exceeded receiptsRising incidental expenses, mainly for clerk hire,

indicate urbanization of the New England sector



Books join newspapers as mailable matter in 1851; weekly newspapers distributed free in county of publication.

Hartford, Connecticut, centered a burgeoning subscription book business.



The Northern newspaper was slow to regain Southern subscribers after the Civil War.

The Southern newspaper press was localized by the war - and, after, the greater proportion 

were weekly papers delivered free of postage within county of publication.



Railroad Supercedes Coach as Primary Carrier on First Class Routes



Network Climax: the Railway Mail System

By 1900, in order to transport printed matter, economies of scale required

an aggressive aggregation of the mails


